Necessity Is the Mother of Invention

By Carrie Yamato

News Staff Writer


Disposable diapers were a great invention.  Ditto for the breast pump and the Baby Bjorn carrier, which allowed parents to be hands-free while still carrying their baby.


And now first-time moms Heather Hamda, 29, and Linda Suh, 32, have developed a new baby product, the LullaBag, which they hope will soon be the next must-have for all new parents.


The LullaBag is a pouch-like sleeper that helps babies sleep safely and comfortably through the night.  The women put the product into production last year after a similar sleeper from Europe proved to be the cure-all for their sleepless nights.


“It was the greatest things,” says Suh, whose daughter, Madeleine, was depriving her of much-needed sleep.  “My friend sent it to me from France.  I didn’t know what it was, but when I put her in it when she was 2 months old, she started sleeping through the night.  


“I immediately wanted to give them as gifts,” continues Suh.  “But I couldn’t find them anywhere.”


Putting her sewing talents to use, Suh stitched one up for Hamda’s daughter, who was also a restless sleeper, and it produced the same effect.


“It was a lifesaver,” said Hamda, whose daughter, Yasmeen, was waking up about three times a night.  “Right away she slept through the night.  It was amazing.”


With the solution to their sleepless nights behind them, the women began focusing on getting this product out to all families.  “I told Heather, ‘Let’s do something with this.’  I thought it was important to bring it out,” said Suh.


Armed with Suh’s 10 years of knowledge in fashion and merchandising and manufacturing, Hamda’s expertise in shipping and fulfillment, and their 20 months of mom experience, the women formed their Palos Verdes-based company, cloud b.


Although only four months old, Cloud B has already received great feedback on its products.


“We delivered some product to Just Ducky on The Brickwalk and it started flying out the door,” said Hamda.  “The owner said she sold out in one day.” 


In addition to providing parents and children with a good night’s sleep, Hamda and Suh is covered through medical research that their LullaBag design also helps to prevent Sudden Infant Death Syndrome.


According to a 1998 published study in the European Journal of Pediatrics, baby sleep bags were effective in reducing the risk of SID.  Also, medical professionals and childcare facilities in Holland recommend to parents that all babies sleep on their back and in a sleeping bag.


“After learning about this, we worked with an advisory board of pediatricians and specialists to make improvements to the European designs,” said Hamda.


Reduction of SID aside, Hamda says that the main reason people love the LullaBag is because it’s cure and functional. 


“People love the concept,” she said.  “They like the design, the color.  They’re just so taken by it.  I think the initial purchase is because it’s cute and functional, and the bonus is that it minimizes the risk of SID.  It puts everyone’s mind at ease knowing that.”


The bonus for Hamda and Suh is that their new company gives them something to work at that they believe in.


“I always wanted to do something of my own – something that I felt very passionate about,” said Suh. “When I was at home with Madeleine, I wanted to be with her but I also had the drive to get out there.  We got off the ground quickly because everyone we knew was good at something,” continued Suh.  “We maintained a small atmosphere.  It was amazing.”


“We had all the pieces to the puzzle,” said Hamda.  “I think this was meant to be.”

For more information on the LullaBag and other products from Cloud B, log on  to their web site at www.cloudb.com or contact them at 608 Silver Spur Road, Suite 380 in Rolling Hills Estates.  The phone number is 265-0565.

